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Although Russia's territorial gains on the Black Sea
were not large, since the Tartars were merely to be freed
from the Turks and made independent—still the foothold
had been won from which her conquests could be in-
creased. In the same way a limited recognition of her
rights to protect her co-religionists could later be made the
excuse for an interference in Turkish affairs which chal-
lenged other powers and led to the Crimean War. But the
clause which is of chief interest here is that which opened
the Black Sea and the Straits to merchant ships flying the
Russian flag in time of peace. Russian merchants were to
be given the same privileges in Turkish ports and waters
as "the most favored nations"—England and France.
The text of Article XI, in which the concession is made,
runs as follows: "For the convenience and advantage of
the two empires there shall be a free and unimpeded naviga-
tion for the merchant ships belonging to the two Contract-
ing Powers, in all the seas which wash their shores; the
Sublime Porte grants to Russian merchant vessels, namely,
such as are universally employed by the other powers for
commerce and in the ports,7 a free passage from the Black
Sea into the White Sea and reciprocally from the White
Sea into the Black Sea, as also the power of entering all the
ports and harbors situated either on the sea coast, or in the
passages and channels which join the seas. . . ."8
7	The Russian text is clearer on this point: ". . . those vessels only
which are exactly like the vessels which the other powers employ in
the commerce they have with the ports of the Sublime Porte," etc.
Mischef, op. cit., p. 185, note.
8	Text as in Holland, op. cit., p. 42. The original text was in Turkish,
Russian and Italian. The Italian text with French translations made "by
authority" in Russia is given in Martens, Recueil   (ist ed.), Vol. I,
p. 507, Vol. IV, p. 606, and (2nd ed.) Vol. II, p. 286. The French text
is in Noradounghian, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 324, and copied by Mischef,
op. cit., p. 184.

